The patient had a long history of illness due to hard swellings on her face caused initially, it was thought, by rotten teeth.l5 She was repeatedly treated for this by Binnes from August 1640 with little success until two teeth were pulled in February and March of 1641.16 In May Binnes pronounced her cured, but the trouble soon reappeared. In late 1641 Mrs. Bennet had an abscess on her eyelid and shortly before Christmas she was touched by King Charles, apparently on the off-chance that this might help.l7 However, her condition became serious when the swelling centred upon her temple. At this point two experts were consulted. The first was Edward Arris (d. 1676), the distinguished surgeon who founded his anatomy lectures in 1645.18 Arris was a governor of St. Bartholomew's and was well known to Joseph Binnes.19 Binnes does not record Arris's opinion on the case, but he was apparently unhelpful and they immediately asked Dr. Harvey to see the patient. Harvey was pessimistic and feared that the swelling would prove cancerous. By this time the temple was exceedingly swollen and often fluctuating. Binnes wanted to open the abscess, but Mrs. Bennet was afraid and refused. Instead she wanted another opinion from a surgeon by the name of Mr. Fleete. He was called in and advised against opening the swelling, but after some disagreement Binnes prevailed and opened it. This operation was successful and Binnes dressed the temple every day, with Mr. Fleete assisting once or twice a week. By the beginning of May it was healed and the patient was well.
The illness was undoubtedly potentially very dangerous and Harvey was consulted because of his recognized medical knowledge. However, it is likely that Harvey only attended to Mrs. Bennet because he was personally acquainted with all concerned in the case, probably through their connexions with St. Bartholomew's Hospital. Although Harvey is reported progressively to have loosened his ties with the hospital after 1633,20 he continued to draw his salary until 1643 and it is apparent from this case that he was willing to help Binnes and Arris in early 1642. It is not known how close Binnes was to Harvey, although the former was later to serve as surgeon to the eminent physicians Sir Charles Scarburgh and Dr. John Bathurst, who were both Harvey's friends,21 and to work with them on cases. The day was dedicated to the book, not author nor owner, but the book as a physical object, to be described, analysed, and enumerated by the bibliographer and to be cherished and brought into the service of the student by the librarian.
Charles G. Roland, Professor of the History of Medicine at McMaster University, in his talk on "Osler and British Bibliography", after a good try, decided that bibliography is too difficult to define. Osler, a self-styled "dabbler" despite a sevenyear presidency of the Bibliographical Society, was much too interested in the book's content and its author, who readily joined the company of Osler's friends, living and dead. After doffing his cap to James Atkinson of York, whose "Medical Bibliography. A. and B." (1833) remains the only comic bibliography, Roland traced the inspiration for bibliography from Osler to Geoffrey Keynes, Harvey Cushing, and John Fulton. Osler did seek Carnegie support for a College of the Book to be founded at Johns Hopkins, where everything to do with the book could be taught and studied: the paper, the watermarks, the printing, and the publishing, and the techniques of book production analysed, an idea recently revived by Thomas Keyes. His idiosyncratic classification, embodied in the Bibliotheca Osleriana, completed by W. W. Francis, R. H. Hill, and Archibald Malloch and published in 1928, gave a logical structure to his library. The library was on view, not as Osler planned it and Bill Francis arranged it, although the original shelves remain. The books are now incorporated into the main medical library, a change which at its happening caused some adverse comment but which is now applauded as giving the books life and the library the chance to develop. So what might have been a frozen section has become a tissue culture.
Richard Durling, from the Christian-Albrechts-Universitiit, Kiel, brought Teutonic scholarship to bear on medieval manuscripts in the search for the ancestors, presumed lost, of all the old MS. Medical MS and archives can teach much about the status of the authors and their attitudes, for example their helplessness when faced with epidemics. 95
